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street battles of yesterday, passes in review before our
eyes.
An unknown soldier of the World War, who with
infectious energy and unshakable faith has conquered
the hearts of his fellow countrymen, has set the German
soul free. Together with his Field-Marshal he placed
himself at the head of the nation in order to turn a new
page in the German book of destiny and restore mental
unity. We have experienced this reunion of minds in the
intoxication of thousands, in the manifestations of the
flags and festivals of a nation rediscovering itself.
But now, when the enthusiasm is lessened and our
labour is demanding its rights, it is clear that a catharsis
of such historical dimensions necessarily produces a slag
from which it must purify itself. Defects of this sort
occur in all the domains of life, material as well as
intellectual.
The outside world, regarding us with disfavour, points
its finger at these defects and interprets them as a serious
process of disintegration. Let it not rejoice too soon,
however. If we can develop energy enough for freeing
ourselves from these defects, that will furnish the best
proof of how strong we are internally and how determined
to prevent any adulteration of the German revolution.
Against Goebbels
We know that rumours and whisperings must be
dragged out from the dark into which they have with-
drawn. Open manly discussions would be of more
service to the German people than, for instance, the
present state of the German Press, of which the Reich
Minister of Enlightenment and Propaganda [Dr. Goebbels]
has asserted c it has no longer any physiognomy *.
This defect is beyond doubt The press would indeed
be doing a true service in informing the Government
where faults have crept in, where corruption is breeding,
where grave mistakes have been made, where unfit men
are holding office, where sins are being committed against
the spirit of the German revolution.
An anonymous secret news service, no matter how
efficiently organised, can never act as a substitute for this
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